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Detailed Action 

1 . This action is in response to an Amendment filed February 6, 2004. Claims 1-1 1 are 
presented for further consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 US.C. 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ishii 
(6,542,935) and further in view of Potter et al. (US 2001/0043608). 

In considering claim 1, Ishii discloses a method for enabling a first terminal of a 
racket-based network to communicate "with a second terminal accessible by a remote access 
server, comprising the steps of: 

(a) registering the aliases and IP addresses of said first terminal and said remote 
access server in a gatekeeper connected to said packet-based network (see Fig. Endpoint 
B 312, Call Agent 302, Gatekeeper 314, "Registration Request" and "Registration 
Confirmation arrows; col. 5, lines 49-51 and col. 6, lines 61-67 and col. 7, lines 1-5); 

(b) transmitting from said first terminal to said gatekeeper a message for 
requesting^ connection with saidTecondlerminar(see Fig. 6, Endpoint B"3 12, ~ 
Gatekeeper 314, "Admission Request" and "Admission Confirmation" arrows; col. 6, 
lines 15-20); and 
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(d) causing said remote access server to transmit a request over a circuit network 
said second terminal to register the alias and the IP address of said second terminal in 
said gatekeeper (see Fig. 6, Endpoint A 306, Call Agent 302, Gatekeeper 314, "Agent 
Request", "Address Confirmation", and "Registration Request (w/ Agents Address)" 
arrows). 

Although Ishii shows substantial features of the claimed invention, he fails to disclose 
causing said gatekeeper to request said remote access server to connect with said second 
terminal, as well as establishing communication between said first terminal and said second 
terminal via said gatekeeper. However, Potter et al., whose invention is a method for providing 
integrated video, audio, data, and telephony functionality, together with connectivity to the 
Internet, ISCN, PSTN, and other wide-area networks, discloses such a gatekeeper to request said 
remote access server (gateway) to connect with said second terminal (endpoint 2) (see Potter 
paragraph [0072], lines 58-67). Therefore, given the teachings of Potter et al., it would have 
been obvious for a person having ordinary skills in the art to modify Ishii by causing said 
gatekeeper to request said remote access server to connect with said second terminal. 

Ishii further discloses establishing communication between said first terminal and said 
second terminal via said gatekeeper (see col. 6. lines 37-39 and fig. 3). 

In considering claim 6, Ishii discloses a method for establishing communication between 
a first terminal connected to a packet-based network and a second terminal connected to a remote 
access server, comprising the steps of: 

(a) establishing communication between said first terminal and said remote access 

server via a gatekeeper (see col. 6. lines 37-39 and fig. 3). 



Application/Control Number: 09/653,147 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2153 

(b) transmitting from said first terminal to a gatekeeper connected to packet-based 
network a message for requesting a connection with said second terminal (see Fig. 6, 
Endpoint B 312, Gatekeeper 31 4, Endpoint A 306, "Admission Request" and "Admission 
Confirmation" arrows; col. 5, lines 55-59); and 

(d) registering the IP address information of said second terminal in said 
gatekeeper (see Fig. 6, Endpoint A 306, Gatekeeper 314, "Registration Request (w/ 
Agents Address)" and "Registration Confirmation" arrows). 

(e) establishing over the connection by said remote access server communication 
between said first terminal and said second terminal via said gatekeeper (see col. 6. lines 
37-39 and fig. 3). 

Additionally, Potter et al. discloses a method for establishing communication between a 
first terminal connected to a packet-based network and a second terminal connected to a remote 
access server, comprising the steps of: 

(c) requesting said remote access server by said gatekeeper to connect with said 

second terminal, said request includes an acknowledgment of the availability of resources 

for said communication between said remote access server and said second terminal (see 

Potter paragraph [0072]). 

In considering claims 2 and 7, Although Ishii and Potter et al. show substantial features 
of the claimed invention, they fail to specifically disclose transmitting a message containing the 
phone number of said second terminal and a predetermined response time period to said remote 
access server. Nonetheless, the inclusion of a phone number and response time period would 
have been an obvious modification to the methods disclosed by Ishii and Potter et al., as it is well 
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known in the art to provide a phone number of a requested entity, as well as predetermined 
threshold for attempting to contact the requested entity, for signaling in multimedia 
conferencing. It would have been obvious for a person having ordinary skills in the art to modify 
Ishii and Potter et al. by transmitting a message containing the phone number of said second 
terminal and a predetermined response time period to said remote access server in order to 
initiate a conference call with a telephone number in case the requested entity only had audio 
capability. 

In considering claims 3 and 8, Ishii discloses a method wherein the step (d) of causing 

said remote access server to request said second terminal to register comprises the steps of: 

allowing said remote access server to connect with said second terminal (see Fig. 6, Call 
Agent 302, Endpoint A 306, "Agent Request" and "Agent Confirmation" arrows); 

notifying said gatekeeper if said connection to said second terminal is unsuccessful; 

notifying said gatekeeper of the IP address assigned to said second terminal if said connection to 

said second terminal is successful; 

allowing said second terminal register the alias and the IP address of said second terminal 
in said gatekeeper (see Fig. 6, "Registration Request (w/ Agent's Address)" arrow); and 
causing said gatekeeper to admit the registration of said second terminal (see Fig. 6, 
"Registration Confirmation" arrow). 

Although Ishii and Potter et al. show substantial features of the claimed invention, they 
fail to specifically disclose notifying the gatekeeper if the connection to the terminal is successful 
or unsuccessful. Nonetheless, the notification of whether the connection was successful or 
unsuccessful would have been an obvious modification to the methods disclosed by Ishii and 
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Potter et al., as it is well known in the art to use acknowledgements (ACKs) and negative 
acknowledgements (NACKs) for letting the sender of a connection request know if the the 
request was successfully or unsuccessfully received. It would have been obvious for a person 
having ordinary skills in the art to modify Ishii and Potter et al. by notifying the gatekeeper if the 
connection to the terminal is successful or unsuccessful in order to provide a mechanism for 
acknowledging a connection, thus avoiding the unnecessary transmittal of conference data if the 
connection is know to be unsuccessful. 

In considering claims 4 and 9, Ishii discloses a method wherein said connection to said 
second terminal is unsuccessful when there is no available port or when said second terminal is 
busy [note: According to the TCP/IP protocol suite, a destination port needs to be available, free 
from any other established connections, in order to establish a connection with that destination 
device]. 

In considering claims 5 and 10, Potter et al. discloses a method wherein said 
communication established between said first terminal and said second terminal further includes 
information associated with H.245 parameters (see Potter paragraph [0055]). 

In considering claim 1 1, Ishii discloses a method wherein the step (a) of establishing said 
communication between said first terminal and said remote access server comprises the step of 
storing the IP address information of said first terminal and said remote access server in said 
gatekeeper (see Fig. 6, "Registration Request (w/ Agent's Address)" and "Registration Request" 
arrows). 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments, filed February 6, 2004, with respect to the rejection(s)of claim(s) 
1-7 under U.S.C 102(e), have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection 
has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of Ishii and Potter. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D Flynn whose telephone number is 703-308-7609. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




Kimberly DFlynn 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2153^/ 
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